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Discover the books people are  
reading to cross party lines.
As much as we might love other media forms, it’s reading good books 
that best helps us understand the world. Extended prose is the most 
effective way to communicate complex ideas. That’s what makes  
sharing a book with friends such a rich and rewarding experience —  
especially when we see things differently.

Introducing the CPL Book Club: a space to discover the joys of reading 
with others who want to bridge our differences and explore issues that 
divide us. Each month we take up a book that provides a platform for 
warm and engaging conversation. Participants receive a brief primer  
that introduces the author and lays out the book’s main points to fuel  
our thinking and energize engagement.

MEETS WEDNESDAYS @8PM ET / 5PM PT  
TWICE MONTHLY VIA ZOOM
One Hour Book Introduction  1st Weds    
Two Hour Book Conversation    4th Weds  

Your host is Rob Schläpfer.  
Rob has spent nearly four  
decades using books to  
open minds. He launched one 
of the first online bookshops, 
The Discerning Reader. 
Helping people find the right 
books to help them better  
understand a complex world 
has been the heart of his work. 

Rob is a CPL volunteer and 
teaches critical thinking and 
“psychology for democracy”. 
He hosts regular Zoom talks @ 

BOOK CLUB

CROSSING PARTY LINES

http://SaveAmerica.Live


2 Critical Thinking

HOW TO THINK   
Alan Jacobs

JANUARY 6, 27 

A Survival Guide for a World at 
Odds. A contrarian treatise on why  
we’re not as good at thinking as we 
assume — but how recovering this 
lost art can rescue our inner lives 
from the chaos of modern life.

Saving Black Lives

HOW TO BE AN ANTIRACIST   
Ibram X. Kendi

FEBRUARY 3, 24 

A groundbreaking approach to  
understanding and uprooting  
racism and inequality in society. 
Kendi combines ethics, history,  
law, and science with his personal 
story of awakening to antiracism.

Empowering Black Lives

FALSE BLACK POWER   
Jason Riley

MARCH 3, 24 

An honest, factual look at why  
increased black political power  
has not paid off. Riley makes  
the case that the key to black  
eco nomic advancement today  
is overcoming cultural handicaps.

Climate Change

APOCALYPSE NEVER   
Michael Shellenberger

APRIL 7, 21 

Why Environmental Alarmism 
Hurts Us All. Shellenberger argues 
that while climate change is real, 
it’s not the end of the world.  
He demonstrates it’s not our most 
serious environmental problem. 

The Limits of Empathy

AGAINST EMPATHY   
Paul Bloom

MAY 5, 26  

The Case for Rational Compassion. 
Yale Psychologist Paul Bloom  
argues that empathy is not the  
best solution to problems that  
divide people and is a poor guide 
for decision making.

Safety Culture

THE CODDLING OF  
THE AMERICAN MIND   
Greg Lukianoff & Jonathan Haidt

JUNE  2, 23   JULY 14, 28  

How Good Intentions and Bad 
Ideas are Setting Up a Generation 
For Failure. First Amendment 
expert Greg Lukianoff and social 
psychologist Jonathan Haidt look 
at the origins of campus “safety 
culture” and it’s best remedy.
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